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The project 
 
The project involved eighteen Wintec journalism students reporting on the local 
body elections in the second half of 2013.  
 
Students reported on the Hamilton City Council election campaign with a 
neighbourhood focus. The intention of such reporting from the ground up was to 
find and set an agenda that takes control away from the politicians themselves. 
Stories were for publication on student news website the Waikato Independent 
(www.waikatoindependent.co.nz). 
 
The students had five assessments as part of the project during September and 
October. The first of these was to interview a voter and find out the issues that 
concerned them. That was then to be followed up by taking the voter’s concerns to 
at least two candidates for a response. Finally, the student was to return to their 
original voter after the voting, to find out what they had made of the election. The 
two other assessments were a report on a mayoral candidate meeting held by the 
Waikato Times, and a story based on social media used during the election 
campaign. 
Waikato Independent homepage during election campaign 
Student brainstorming in classroom  
Council services Range of interview subjects 
Map showing geographic spread of students (white 
pins) and of interview subjects (red pins) 
Waikato Independent voter stories 
 
http://www.waikatoindependent.co.nz/category/election-2013-our-people/ 
Waikato Independent video story on mayoral election 
 
http://www.waikatoindependent.co.nz/2013/09/mayoral-candidates-some-speak-some-sing/15884/ 
Student feedback on election project 
 
• Worked well in making us take photos and video 
 
• Covering the elections made us understand them and 
council much more – actually was quite interesting! 
 
• Developed use of social media 
 
• Used a wide range of skills for each of the stories eg: using 
social media, interviewing, council candidates 
 
• Struggled to convince people to go on video – possibly need 
guidance on how to convince people to do this for us. 
